
 
 

 
Australia: rapeseed harvest expected to 
remain well below previous year  
 
Berlin, 14 June 2023 – In its latest estimate of 2023/24 rapeseed production, the 
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences 
(ABARES) anticipates a sharp slump in output on the previous year to 4.9 
million tonnes. In the 2022/23 season, the country saw a bumper crop of 8.2 
million tonnes.  
 
The latest estimate is based on sowing operations, which are nearing completion, and 

the current drought, which is set to end the series of three consecutive bumper crops. 

An output of 4.9 million tonnes would translate to a 41 per cent decline from the 2023 

record.  

 

According to Agrarmarkt Informations-Gesellschaft (mbH) (AMI), the main reason for 

the sharp decline is lower per hectare yields due to the expected El Niño weather 

phenomenon, along with reductions in area planted. Although in the key production 
regions early autumn rains replenished sub-soil water supplies and ensured 

favourable growing conditions, the necessary autumn rain post sowing remained sub-

standard in the northern production regions.  

 

The AMI has pointed out the special harvest situation in 2023. The bumper crops 

overwhelmed storage capacities, which resulted in quality issues and storage losses. 

Nevertheless, prospects of attractive returns offered enough incentive for producers 
to grow rapeseed, with the result that only marginal land in dry areas was taken out of 

production.  

 
 

26.2

9.9

4.9

1.1

2.7

39.7

14.1

8.2

1.6

4.0

36.2

14.4

6.8

1.7

3.9

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Wheat

Barley

Rapeseed

Oat

Legumes

Harvest of winter crops in Australia 
in million tonnes

2023/24* 2022/23 2021/22

Source  ABARES, AMI Note: *estimate



Editorial contact: Stephan Arens  

 Tel. +49 (0)30 235 97 99 – 10 

 E-mail: s.arens@ufop.de 

Quick information on UFOP e. V.: 

The Union for the Promotion of Oil and Protein Plants e. V. (UFOP) represents the political interests of companies, associations 
and institutions involved in the production, processing and marketing of domestic oil and protein plants in national and international 
bodies. UFOP supports research to optimise agricultural production and for the development of new recycling opportunities in the 
food, non-food and feed sectors. UFOP public relations aim to promote the marketing of domestic oil and protein plant end 
products. 

 


