Oilseed production area in Ukraine:
more soybeans, less rapeseed
expected

Berlin, 13 December 2023. Ukraine is a major producer of oilseeds and an f.
important supplier to the EU. The war has presented Ukrainian farmers with U op

some huge challenges, with a multitude of factors having already impacted the
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sowings of winter rapeseed in the autumn. Recent forecasts anticipate a stable  von Oel- und Proteinpflanzen e. V.

sunflower area. On the other hand, the soybean acreage is expected to expand.
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charges. Moreover, some neighbouring countries have closed their borders for Web  www.ufop.de

of seed, fertilizers, crop protection products and fuels is inadequate and costly. Also,

producer prices for cereals and oilseeds have fallen significantly due to higher freight

agricultural products. Countless smaller and medium-sized farms have given up
business because of the poor financial situation. Some of the land was bought up is
not yet back under cultivation. This complicates the production area forecast for

oilseeds, legumes and cereals significantly.

Latest estimates by the Ukrainian authorities and the USDA project a decline in
rapeseed area on the previous year. Producer prices are clearly below the previous
year's level, with expectations of an increase being low. What is more, lack of rain
hampered sowings. However, investigations conducted by Agrarmarkt Informations-
Gesellschaft (mbH) suggest a brighter outlook for sunflower and soybean production.
The profitability of these crops is expected to be higher than that of rapeseed. The
reason is lower input costs, especially in the case of the legume soybean, and better
income possibilities. The expected steady demand for sunflower oil suggests that the
production area will remain stable. How much rapeseed, sunflowers and soybeans
and their respective processed products will then go into exports depends on
numerous factors, above all the big uncertainty in transport costs, which means that

there is currently no way to estimate these quantities with any certainty.
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Quick information on UFOP e. V.:

The Union for the Promotion of Oil and Protein Plants e. V. (UFOP) represents the political interests of companies, associations
and institutions involved in the production, processing and marketing of domestic oil and protein plants in national and international
bodies. UFOP supports research to optimise agricultural production and for the development of new recycling opportunities in the
food, non-food and feed sectors. UFOP public relations aim to promote the marketing of domestic oil and protein plant end
products.
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