
 
EU Commission forecasts a three-year high 
for sunflower seed   
 
Berlin, 15 April 2026 – According to the EU Commission's latest forecast, the 
EU-27 is expecting a sunflower seed harvest of 9.6 million tonnes in 2026. This 
would be up approximately 1.2 million tonnes year-on-year and represent the 
largest harvest in three years. The expectation is mainly based on an 
approximately 5 per cent expansion in EU sunflower area. In particular, in 
Romania, France and Bulgaria, sunflower seed output is expected to increase 
significantly.  
 

Romania is seen to strengthen its position as the largest EU producer. The country's 

harvest is expected to reach 2.1 million tonnes in 2026, representing an 18 per cent 

rise over 2025. The main factor driving the increase is a slight expansion in 

production area to 1.2 million hectares. Climbing to second place among the EU’s 
largest producers, France is expected to harvest 1.9 million tonnes, roughly 33 per 

cent more year-on-year.  

 

According to research by Agrarmarkt Informations-Gesellschaft (mbH), other EU 

member states are also likely to see significant harvest increases, including Hungary, 

Bulgaria, Spain, and Greece. For Germany, the EU Commission projects an increase 

in output of approximately 32,000 tonnes to 175,000 tonnes. This would set a new 

record high. The crop area is estimated at 77,000 hectares, up from 62,000 hectares 
in the past year.  

 

Compared with the major producers of sunflower seed, Germany continues to play a 

relatively minor role in the EU. However, the upward revision of the crop forecast 

reflects farmers' growing interest in diversifying crop rotation, especially by including 

an additional summer crop.  
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Quick information on UFOP e. V.:  

The Union for the Promotion of Oil and Protein Crops e. V. (UFOP) represents the political interests of companies, associations 
and institutions involved in the production, processing and marketing of domestic oil and protein crops in national and international 
bodies. UFOP supports research to optimise agricultural production and for the development of new utilisation possibilities in the 
food, non-food and feed sectors. UFOP public relations aim to promote the marketing of domestic oil and protein crop end 
products.  

mailto:s.arens@ufop.de

